Historical Fiction
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	Essential/Focus Questions 


1. How do readers pay attention to details that help them build important ideas about their stories?
2. In what ways can readers read historical fiction texts through various lenses?
3. How can readers support each other and be open to new ideas in book club conversations?

	Lesson Sequence 


1. Noting details about the setting. Students pay attention to details in historical fiction texts that show what the setting looks like and feels like.
2. Supporting each other in book discussions. Students make sure that each member feels like a part of the group in a book clubs and that each member always feels supported by the group.
3. Keeping track of story elements. Students pay attention to the story elements as they read, continually building their understanding of what is happening.
4. Noticing shifts in time. Students notice when time jumps back and forth and create story timelines to keep track of events.
5. Keeping track of historical events. Students keep track of historical events and create historical timelines to stand alongside their story timelines.
6. Understanding characters. Students understand that characters in historical fiction stories are shaped by the times in which they live.
7. Reading descriptive passages. Students pay close attention to descriptive passages to deepen their understanding of the story.
8. Pausing at important passages. Students pause and read important passages attentively to grow ideas about their stories.
9. Finding significance in small details. Students learn how small details in a story can help them build important ideas.
10. Carrying important ideas forward. Students keep important ideas in mind, allowing them to shape their thinking as they read.
11. Creating claims. Students turn their important ideas into claims and use them as a lens through which they can read other stories.
12. Listening carefully. Students learn that it is important to be open to new ideas as they read and as they listen to ideas from others.
13. Reading through other perspectives. Students learn how to experience a story through the perspective of secondary characters.
14. Reading through the lens of power. Students deepen their thinking by reading through the lens of power. They ask, "Who has the power in this story?"
15. Reading relevant nonfiction texts. Readers learn how to collect and read relevant nonfiction texts alongside their historical fiction novels.
16. Applying themes across other texts and to real life. Students learn that similar themes apply across many texts and to real life situations.
17. Noticing the critical choices. Students pay close attention to the critical choices that characters make in historical fiction stories.
18. Reflecting on reading. Students reflect on their reading and learning to help them live their lives differently.
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Thought Prompts for Generating Quick Writes

· I used to think …, 
But now I realize …

· When I first read this, I thought …, 
But now, rereading it, I realize …

· On the surface, this is the story of … 
But when you look deeper, it’s really about …

· Some people think this is a story about … 
But I think it is really a story about …

· My ideas about … are complicated.  
In a way I think …, 
But on the other hand, I also think …
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Thinking Deeply about Important Passages in a Book
> What is significant about his part? How does it fit
with the whole text?

> How do all the parts of the story fit together and
contribute to the message of the book?

» Why might the author have included these details,
using these words?

> What might the character be learning about life and
the world?

> What might I be learning about life and the world?
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Questions to Investigate Power in Books

> Who has the power? Who is in charge?

> What are some signs of this power in the
text?

> Does power shift in the story?

> What kinds of resistance are there? What
kind of power does the resistance have?
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Creating a Constitution for Our Book Club

Use the following ideas to help you create a constitution for
your club:

> Create a name for your club

> Prepare for book discussions

> Write thoughtfully in your reader's notebooks
» Come to club discussions prepared

> Share your ideas and listening to others

> Include your feelings and reactions to the book
> Respond to others

» Include everyone in the discussion

> Keep focused on the book

> Ask open-ended questions

» Connect ideas during the discussion

> Have respect for others’ ideas

> Keep voices at a reasonable level

> Settle differences
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Growing Powerful Book Club Conversations

> Beagoodlistenerbyleaningin, makingeye contact, and lettingthe person
speakingfinish his or herthought. You can even|ot notes as someone speaks, to
honorhis or her words.

> Be aware of any member who has gone unheard, Invite him or her intothe
conversation.





